








Some of these measures will also be sent 
to Congress for includsion in upcoming en-
ergy legislation. This agreement was put to-
gether by the Air Conditioning, Heating and 
Refrigeration Institute, the American Council 
for an Energy Efficient Economy and the Alli-
ance to Save Energy.

The other document was a memorandum 
of understanding on improving energy effi-
ciency of products and buildings between the 
U. S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and the DOE. NAHB does not think this is a 
good arrangement. The DOE used to be fair in 
dealing with us, but is now next to impossible. 
Involving the EPA can only make it worse.

The Residential Energy Services Network 
(RESNET), the group involved in your plans 
and inspections, is now recommending that 
we get involved with a United Nations group 
interested in promoting building efficiencies 
and codes. Enough said!� u

Mel Fink is co-chairman of HBAM and a 
principal of Brockton-based Mel Fink & 
Associates.

Specialty licenses include: masonry, roof-
ing, windows and siding, demolition, burning 
fuel and insulation.

Courses, instructors and course coordi-
nators are required to be approved by the 
BBRS in order to convene continuing educa-
tion classes.

A licensee will have a host of methods to 
choose from to achieve compliance. A local 
technical college, for example, may apply for 
and receive approval to act as a course co-
ordinator, and then provide varied courses 
presented by instructors approved by the 
program regulations as part of their ongoing 
continuing education program.

Home builder associations may also 
apply for and receive approval as a coordina-
tor, then hire approved instructors to pres-
ent material as part of their regular monthly 
meetings as a service to their membership.

If board members approve the continu-
ing education requirements as presented at 
the public hearing, probably in November, 
it is anticipated that the revised regulations 

will become effective in early 2010. How-
ever, there will be a phase-in period before 
regulations revisions will affect a licensee. 
During the phase-in period BBRS staff (in 
consultation with council members) will be 
afforded time to review and approve or deny 
education coordinators, course content and 
course instructors.

Concurrent with this effort, the Depart-
ment of Public Safety (parent to the BBRS) 
is undergoing modifications to its electronic 
license tracking program (known as e-li-
censing). Expected software changes made 
during the e-licensing transition will sig-
nificantly enhance the manner in which the 
department receives and processes license 
data and other information. Construction su-
pervisor continuing education requirements 
are an integral part of the new e-licensing 
program. Therefore, it is intended that CSL 
continuing education requirements will coin-
cide with the implementation of the depart-
ment’s new e-licensing system.� u

Harry Smith is co-chairman of the Home 
Builders Association of Massachusetts and 
owner of the Weymouth-based H.F. Smith 
Construction Co.
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Builders, make the right choice.
Installing the highest-performing home heating 
systems is a smart choice for you and your 
customers. Now, you can take a new online 
training course that gets you up to speed on 
comparing heating systems on the criteria that 
matter most:

•  Installation costs

•  Operating costs

•  Carbon emissions

•  System payback

The course is free and earns you continuing 
education credits. To learn more, please visit 
ne.ProConnectHome.com and click on the 
“Education and Training” link.

It’s fast. 
It’s easy. 
It’s free.


